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HOMELESSNESS ROUND TABLE 
Statement by Minister for Homelessness 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Homelessness) [12.13 pm]: Homelessness has always been a priority 
of the McGowan Labor government and that is why it has been elevated to its own portfolio. It is also important for 
me, as the new minister, to reach out and listen to the sector. That is why in the last fortnight I hosted a homelessness 
round table to hear from key providers in the sector and discuss the government’s position on housing and 
homelessness policy matters. Also, I have made it a priority to get out and visit as many homelessness services 
and supported accommodation providers as possible. This portfolio is extremely important because it deals with 
some of the most vulnerable people in our society. These people often have deep trauma, whether that be family 
and domestic violence, drug and alcohol dependency, mental health issues or other challenges. These people need 
significant support. 
I am constantly reassured by the commitment and diligence of the homelessness services sector, which works with 
some of the vulnerable in our community and people with highly complex issues every day. At the roundtable, 
I discussed with the sector a number of initiatives like the Housing First approach, which is critical to ending 
a person’s rough sleeping permanently. I also had the opportunity to speak about the McGowan government’s more 
than $810 million in spending and asset investment on homelessness services over four years, which does not 
include services funded and provided by Health and Mental Health. Some examples are the Common Ground 
initiatives that will be delivered in East Perth and Mandurah; Aboriginal short-stay accommodation in Geraldton, 
the East Kimberley and Perth; and crisis accommodation and family and domestic violence refuges across the state. 
We have also just announced the housing diversity pipeline, which will help provide social and affordable housing 
for vulnerable people across our state. I am happy to advise the house that this event was a fantastic opportunity 
to hear from the sector. I intend to host these into the future to engage directly with the sector. This gave me the 
opportunity to not only listen to what the sector is doing, but also learn where the state government’s delivery of 
services can be reformed and improved to ensure better quality outcomes for homeless people. 
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